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SUBJECT: CRITICISM OF WHO PROJECTS IN INDIA 
REF: NEW DELHI 10030, 10112 

1. THE GOI MINISTER OF HEALTH ISSUED A STATEMENT 
RESPONDING TO THE PRESS AND PARLIAMENTARY CRITICISM OF 
A NUMBER OF WHO PROJECTS (NEW DELHI 10030) IN INDIA JULY 30 
(TEXT SENT BY NEW DELHI 101 12). THIS DID NOT FAZE THE 
PARLIAMENTARY CRITICS, VIRTUALLY ALL OF WHOM ARE EITHER 
ANTI-GO VERNMET OR MEMBERS OF THE LEFT-WING OF THE PRIME 
MINISTER'S PARTY, AND THEY CONTINUED TO PRESS THEIR ATTACKS. 

WHILE THE MINISTRY (AND WE) THOUGHT THE SESSION IN PARLIAMENT 
GENERALLY WENT QUITE WELL(NEW DELHI 10111), INDIAN PRESS 
REPORTAGE TODAY CONTINUES TO BE NEGATIVE, FOCUSING MAINLY ON THE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 NEW DE 10131 310854Z 

OPPOSITION'S QUESTIONS AND ON ONE ASPECT OF THE ATTACK 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


PERTAINING TO US ARMY FUNDING OF A MIGRATORY BIRD PROJECT 
(FOR THREE YEARS OUT OF 46 YEARS THE PROJECT HAS BEEN GOING 
ON*) WHICH WAS ALSO FOR SEVERAL YEARS FUNDED BY WHO. 

2. WHO HERE (REGIONAL DIRECTOR GUNARATNE) TELLS 
US HE IS DISTURBED AND FRUSTRATED BY THE CONTINUED 
ANTAGONISTIC REPORTING OF THE PRESS. HE HAS SUGGESTED TO 
THE SECRETARY OF THE HEALTH MINISTRY (AND WE WILL STRONGLY 
ECHO THIS WHEN WE SEE PEOPLE IN THE MINISTRY OURSELVES TODAY) 
THAT HE CALL A PRESS CONFERENCE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO 
ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS ABOUT MEDICAL RESEARCH AND WHO PROJECTS 
ABSOLUTELY FRANKLY. 

3. WHO INFORMS US THEIR TELEX TO GENEVA HAS BEEN 
OUT FOR THE LAST 24 HOURS AND SO THEY HAVE HAD NO 
COMMUNICATION WITH HEADQUARTERS. WE REITERATE OUR REQUEST 
THAT YOU INFORM SENIOR WHO OFFICIALS ABOUT WHAT'S BEEN 
GOING ON . IT ESSENTIALLY IS AN INTERNAL INDIAN POLITICAL 
PROBLEM BUT THE FALL-OUT COULD ADVERSELY AFFECT WHO 
ACTIVITIES AND CREDIBILITY HERE AND THIS IS WHAT WORRIES 

THE WHO OFFICE IN NEW DELHI. PLEASE LET US KNOW THEIR 
REACTION. 

4. WE ARE SENDING BY SEPTEL OUR RECOMMENDATIONS 
TO THE DEPARTMENT ON ANY PRESS QUERIES (NY TIMES 
CORRESPONDIET HERE HAS DONE STORY WHICH SHOULD BE IN 
THE TIMES JULY 31) AND WILL REPEAT THESE TO YOU. 

MOYNIHAN 
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